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v a n  v i a t o r

St a f f  St a r S!

Big congratulations go out to 
Thibodaux Reference Librarian 
Van for being recognized as a 

Staff Star this month!

-  Lisa Webre, Thibodaux Patron
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"Today, I had the opportunity to watch Mr. Van 
Viator assist multiple people with various levels of 
need.  His concern, compassion, & professionalism 
are outstanding, as is his patience.  Van never 

responds in kind to negative behavior, but 
maintains the utmost excellence in his response."

Pr esident  
Bennie  Sm it h

VICE- PRESIDENT
Cour t ney Hubbe ll

MEMBERS
Laur en Bor de lon   Talisha Chique t   

Ruby LeBlanc  Se lm a M alcom be

Rober t  Rom e 

BOARD OF CONTROL LIAISON
Ar chie  Chaisson

Meet  Our
 Librar y Boar d

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA & AT 
LAFOURCHE.ORG FOR UPDATES REGARDING 
CURRENT LIBRARY OFFERINGS & SERVICES!

A LLI SON V ERDI N
Big congratulations go out to South 
Lafourche Branch Assistant Allison 
for being recognized as a Staff Star 

this month!

-  Kay Per ry, South Lafourche Patron

"Allison does a fabulous job in the children's section 
of the library.  My grandkids enjoy spending time 

in this area."

LI B RA RY CLOSURE
All LPPL branches will be closed Saturday, July 3 
- Monday, July 5 in celebration of Independence 
Day.  We will re-open for regular hours on 
Tuesday, July 6.  Our digital library is 
always open at lafourche.org!

see al l  of  our  summer  plans at  lafourche.org!
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It 's Not  Too Late to REgister !
Summer Experience Registration

We are using Beanstack again this year to register, log participation, 
earn badges, & win prizes.  Whether you participate in our Summer 
Experience in-person or from home, you will use Beanstack to keep 
track of your participation.  It's not too late to register - download 

the Beanstack Tracker app or head over to lafourche.beanstack.org!
lafourche.beanstack.org

Page Turner Animal Adventures
The fun continues online with Page Turner Adventures through July 23!  

There's something "pawsome" happening every day this summer with Page 
Turner Adventures, so get ready for more animal-themed comedy shows 

and field trips, crafts, recipes,  games, and more!

- Page Turner Animal Adventures' virtual event runs through 7/23, 5 days a week (Mon - Fri).  
Shows premiere daily at 11 AM.  Tune in every day because there's always something new to enjoy!

- A link to exclusive content will be shared daily at 11 AM on our Facebook & website at lafourche.org.
- To access the day's content, click on the provided link.  You will log in with the following information:

- Username:  lafourche      - Password:  summer2021
- Content will also be available to view any time after the 11 AM premiere.

How 
To 

Watch:

Second Harvest Frozen Meals Pick-Up
In partnership with Second Harvest Food Bank of South Louisiana, we are providing 

frozen meals to school-aged children through August 12!  There is no cost & no 
registration required.  Children do not need to be present for pick-up.

Mondays - Thursdays from 11:30 AM - 1 PM

Available at all branches except Gheens, while supplies last
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Visit our website at lafourche.org & check us out on Facebook 
for all the Summer Experience 2021 details, including 

photos, schedules, & how-to guides!

Brag Tags for Kids
New to Summer Experience 2021 are brag tags!  Kids are 

awarded with brag tags when they achieve milestone rewards by 
participating in our Summer Experience & logging their reading 
& activity in Beanstack.  Once achieved, brag tags can be picked 

up at your home branch.  Collect them all!

In-Person Story Times
We are excited to bring back in-person story time for Summer Experience 2021!  

Join us weekly at our branches for stories, crafts, activities, songs, & more!

Bayou Blue:  Thursdays at 11 AM
Choctaw:  Thursdays at 10 AM
Gheens:  Mondays at 10:30 AM
Golden Meadow:  Wednesdays at 2 PM
Larose:  Thursdays at 1 PM

Lockport:  Thursdays at 10:30 AM
Raceland:  Tuesdays at 11 AM
South Lafourche:  Tuesdays at 10:30 AM
Thibodaux:  Wednesdays at 11:15 AM

No registration required!

Cajun Story Time with Roxanna LeBlanc
Join Lafourche native & author Roxanna LeBlanc as she shares her passion 
for Cajun French culture & storytelling with her new book A Tail of Blue.

Gheens:  July 12 at 10:30 AM
Golden Meadow:  July 21 at 2 PM
Larose:  July 22 at 1 PM
Lockport:  July 15 at 10:30 AM

Raceland:  July 20 at 11 AM
South Lafourche:  July 13 at 10:30 AM
Thibodaux:  July 14 at 11:15 AM

No registration required!

Guest Artist Workshops
Pom Pom Peacock with Missy Lirette
Ages 8-12   *Registration Required

Upcycled Magazine Weaving with Jessica Cassel
Teens & Adults, Ages 13+   *Registration Required 

Bayou Blue:  July 14 at 3 PM
Choctaw:  July 15 at 1 PM
Golden Meadow:  July 12 at 1 PM
Larose:  July 13 at 1 PM
Lockport:  July 13 at 3 PM
Raceland:  July 14 at 1 PM
South Lafourche:  July 12 at 3 PM
Thibodaux:  July 15 at 3 PM

Bayou Blue:  July 26 at 10 AM & 1 PM
Choctaw:  July 28 at 10 AM & 1 PM
Gheens:  July 15 at 2:30 PM & 4 PM
Golden Meadow:  July 19 at 10 AM & 1 PM
Larose:  July 27 at 10 AM & 1 PM
Lockport:  July 21 at 10 AM & 1 PM
Raceland:  July 29 at 10 AM & 1 PM
South Lafourche:  July 22 at 10 AM & 1 PM
Thibodaux:  July 20 at 10 AM & 1 PM
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Download the app & read for free with your library card!



Fantasy

Suspense

"Flight is the 2nd book of  the Texas Murder Files series.  
Although this book is part of  a series, it can be read as a 
stand-alone novel.  Set on a small island in Texas, a nature 
photographer is taking photos when she stumbles upon an 
abandoned canoe holding an obviously dead couple.  The 
photographer happens to be Miranda Moore, a former CSI 
forensic photographer staying on the island.  She quickly 
realizes that this couple is not the only murder victims of  
this serial killer.  Miranda gets pulled into the murder invest-
igation with Detective Joel Breda, who will do anything to 
f ind the killer on his island.  With Joel & Miranda teaming up, 
they hope to solve the case without becoming the next 
victims.  I thoroughly enjoyed the mystery/thriller aspect of  
this book.  I was pleasantly surprised that I could not guess 
the murderer until the end.  I always like a little romance 
thrown in & Grif f in did a good job with that aspect.  If  
you are in the mood for a good mystery, try this book!" 

Flight
By Laura Griffin

Historiacal

Prayers 
for Sale

By Sandra Dallas  

"Af ter reading The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah, I wanted 
to read another Depression-era book.  My search led me to 
Prayers for Sale.  This was a fantastic book about 
f riendship & a tight-knit community.  'Set in the high 
country of  Colorado during the Depression, this is the story 
of  an unforgettable f riendship between two women -  
eighty-six-year-old Hennie Comfort & seventeen-year-old 
Nit Spindle -  & the deepest hardships & darkest secrets 
they shared with each other.'  This was my f irst Sandra 
Dallas book.  I enjoyed it so much that I read another -  
Westering Women.  Her writing is so easy to follow & her 
characters are very likeable.  Prayers for Sale was a 
heartwarming, cozy read f illed with secrets that kept me 
turning the pages."    

History

Bag Man
By Rachel Maddow 
& Michael Yarvitz

"Not too many people remember Spiro T. Agnew.  In Bag 
Man, authors Rachel Maddow & Michael Yarvitz revisit 
Agnew's time as Vice President of  the United States, a 
brash & brazen criminal who was literally days away f rom 
inheriting the role of  the President of  the United States.  In 
Bag Man, Maddow & Yarvitz chronicle the race to get Agnew 
out of  the White House before whatever fate would befall 
the beleaguered President Richard Nixon would occur & 
before Agnew would become the highest leader in the land.  
The backstory:  The Watergate investigation was in full 
force, & Nixon was in scalding hot water.  For decades, the 
crimes of  Spiro T. Agnew were overshadowed by those of  
Nixon.  Bag Man brings those crimes to light, & in the 
process, brings to the foref ront the work of  those who 
brought him down & likely, saved the United States f rom 
another constitutional crisis.  For those readers who 
appreciate political history, it's a good read." 

The Wicked 
& the Dead

By Melissa Marr

"There's no other city quite like New Orleans, full of  dark 
mystery & intrigue.  It's no surprise that Melissa Marr 
chose our great city as the backdrop for her newest adult 
urban fantasy series, Faery Bargains.  I absolutely loved 
the f irst installment titled The Wicked & the Dead.  
Genevieve Crowe, a Jewish Wiccan woman, beheads the dead 
in a near- future New Orleans.  When her magic goes 
sideways, the only person strong enough to help her is Eli 
Stonecrof t, a faery who chose to be a bar-owner in New 
Orleans over a life in Elphame.  Main character Genevieve 
Crowe is fascinating.  She's a witch of  mixed supernatural 
heritage with an aff inity for the dead.  Plus, she's one 
kick-butt heroine.  Although she portrays herself  as hard & 
unfeeling, there's a certain charming vulnerability to her 
once she opens up to her f riend Eli.  The story was 
compelling & f resh, as well.  Prior to Faery Bargains: 
Book 1: The Wicked & the Dead, I had not encountered 
such creatures as the Scandinavian draugr.  Melissa Marr 
does a brilliant job of  weaving obscure folklore into a 
modern story.  If  you enjoyed Laurell K. Hamilton's Anita 
Blake: Vampire Hunter series, you'll enjoy this novel." 

If you like this book, 
you may also enjoy ...  
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GENRE:  Gentle Reads; Historical Fiction
TONE:  Bittersweet; Heartwarming
            Homespun; Moving
STORYLINE:  Character-Driven

Crystal's Pick: 

If you like this book, you may also enjoy ...  

GENRE:  Romantic Suspense
THEME:  New in Town
STORYLINE:  Intricately Plotted
TONE:  Suspenseful

If you like this book, 
you may also enjoy ...  

Dione's Pick: 

Katie's Pick: Katina's Pick: 

GENRE:  History Writing; Life Stories; Media Tie- Ins
WRITING STYLE:  Engaging; Well-Researched

If you like this book, you may also enjoy ...  



Family Saga

Relationship

Suspense

Coming of Age

Sci-Fi

The Illustrated 
Man

By Ray Bradbury

"Ray Bradbury has been called one of  the greatest science 
f iction/fantasy/horror writers of  the past century.  He is 
best known for his collections of  short stories & The 
Illustrated Man is one of  his all- time masterpieces.  The 
novel consists of  eighteen stories & won the International 
Fantasy Award in 1952.  'These imaginative science f iction 
stories range f rom the not-so-ordinary world of  middle 
America to the vast reaches of  outer space as they explore 
themes of  love, madness, & death.' Bradbury's writing style 
is easy to follow & his story ideas are indeed creative & 
original.  Because of  the length of  the stories, the author 
moves the action forward quickly.  Many of  the stories 
contain endings that will surprise & sometimes shock the 
reader.  Bradbury's themes are still as relevant today 
as they were 70 years ago."  

Want More Staff Picks?
Visit lafourche.org & click the 

"News & Staff  Picks" button for 
more of  the books we are loving! 

   

How We Rate Our Reads:
A Guide to Stars

Loved It
Really Liked It
Liked It

Check out our 
cloudLibrary & 
hoopla apps for 

eBooks & 
eAudiobooks! 

   

And the 
Mountains Echoed

By Khaled Hosseini

"Af ter f inishing And the Mountains Echoed, I remembered 
just how much I love Hosseini's style of  writing.  It lef t me 
aching for more of  his deeply felt understanding of  family 
sacrif ice, & what it truly means to be human in a broken & 
war- torn world.  In this book, we see a multi-generational 
family saga unfold & read about how Hosseini's characters' 
lives intertwine in the forms of  love, loyalty, & loss.  Hosseini's 
goal in this particular novel was to get the reader to think of  
his characters' intentions more along the lines of  'gray' 
rather than 'black & white.'  Furthermore, his understanding 
of  the reality that we are victims of  time is also a prominent 
theme as we see some of  his characters' lives unfold f rom a 
young age.  Hosseini is truly a master storyteller, & I would 
certainly recommend this book to anyone who desires to see 
understanding in its various forms on a deeper level."    

The 
Photographer

By Mary Dixie Carter

"Delta Dawn is a NYC photographer who spends her days 
taking pictures of  the lives of  the city's upper crust 
denizens, & her nights manipulating pictures in Photoshop to 
insert herself  into the lives of  the people she photographs.  
The Photographer is about her obsession with one particular 
family & how she inf iltrates their lives.  From the very f irst 
page of  this unsettling novel, I was hooked on Carter's writing 
style & tone, & soon realized that this wasn't the same worn 
out suspense plot that has been recycled over & over again 
throughout the years in this genre.  Carter brings something 
dark, disturbing, & f resh to her character of  Delta Dawn.  
While Delta seems 'almost normal,' readers know that 
something is off  with this woman ... the question is just how 
deranged is she?"

GENRE:  Book to Movies; Horror; Science Fantasy; 
              Science Fiction Classics; Short Stories
TONE:  Disturbing; Haunting; Melancholy; 
           Thought-Provoking
WRITING STYLE:  Descriptive
STORYLINE:  Character-Driven

GENRE:  First Person; Narratives; Psychological 
              Suspense
THEME:  Too Good to Be True; Unreliable Narrator
WRITING STYLE:  Compelling
TONE:  Creepy; Suspenseful
CHARACTER:  Twisted
STORYLINE:  Character-Driven

If you like this book, 
you may also enjoy ...  If you like this book, 

you may also enjoy ...  

GENRE:  Family Sagas; Political Fiction
THEME:  Immigrant Experiences
TONE:  Dramatic; Heartwrenching; Strong Sense of  Place
STORYLINE: Character-Driven; Intricately Plotted
CHARACTER:  Culturally Diverse
WRITING STYLE:  Lyrical

6

Brooke's Pick: 

Ashley's Pick: 

If you like this book, 
you may also enjoy ...  

Van's Pick: 
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LPPL
Lif e!
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A big "thank you" goes out to the 
Lafourche Parish Public Library 
Friends Group for their support 
& donations in making our 2021 
Summer Experience tail-riff ic!  
Our Friends Group has helped 
fund some of the prizes that we 

are giving out this summer.

A $4,990 Lorio Foundation 
Grant written by Van Viator has 
been awarded for the purchase of 
a GlowForge 3D Laser Printer for 

use in our Makerspace!  Van 
(left) is pictured accepting the 

grant award from Camille 
Morvant of the Lorio Foundation.
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 BAYOU BLUE 
Mon - Thu: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM

Fri - Sun: Closed 
Phone:  985-580-0634

Fax:  985-580-9640
 

CHOCTAW
 Mon - Thu: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM

Fri - Sun: Closed 
Phone: 985-633-6453 

Fax:  985-633-8873
 

GHEENS
Mon & Wed: 10 AM - 6 PM

Tue & Thu: 2 - 6 PM
Fri - Sun: Closed

Phone & Fax: 985-532-2288
 

GOLDEN MEADOW
Mon - Thu: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM

Fri - Sun: Closed 
Phone: 985-475-5660

Fax:  985-475-4517

 LAROSE
Mon - Thu: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM

Fri - Sun: Closed 
Phone: 985-693-3336

Fax:  985-693-3978

LOCKPORT
Mon - Thu: 9 AM - 7 PM
Fri & Sat: 9 AM - 1 PM

Sun: Closed
Phone: 985-532-3158  

Fax: 985-532-0270
 

RACELAND
Mon - Thu: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM

Fri - Sun: Closed 
Phone: 985-537-6875

Fax:  985-537-2292
 

SOUTH LAFOURCHE
Mon - Thu: 9 AM - 7 PM
Fri & Sat: 9 AM - 1 PM

Sun: Closed
Phone: 985-632-7140    

Fax: 985-632-4963
 

THIBODAUX
Mon - Thu: 9 AM - 7 PM
Fri & Sat: 9 AM - 1 PM

Sun: Closed
Phone: 985-447-4119

Fax: 985-449-4128
 

HEADQUARTERS
Mon - Fri: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Sat - Sun: Closed
Phone: 985-446-1163    

Fax: 985-446-3848

Ten 
Loca t ions t o  
Se r v e  You!

Find Us, Fol low Us
For  the Latest!

WE ARE MORE THAN BOOKS!

WANT OUR NEWSLETTER DELIVERED TO YOUR INBOX?

Visit lpplyastuff.wixsite.com/lafourchelibrary/newsletter-signup to Sign-Up!
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